Anglican-Methodist Covenant

Regional Workshops

Scripture Readings

Following Scene One:

Reader 1:
God says to Noah: “This is the sign of the covenant which I have made between myself and you and every living creature with you, to endless generations: My bow I set in the clouds, sign of the covenant between myself and earth.”

R1:
God of the new covenant in Jesus Christ:

All:
Fill our hearts with your constant love.

Reader 2:
God says to Abram: “I make this covenant, and I make it with you. I will fulfil my covenant between myself and you and your descendants after you, generation after generation, an everlasting covenant, to be your God, yours and your descendants’ after you.”

R2:
God of the new covenant in Jesus Christ:

All:
Fill our hearts with your constant love.

Reader 3:
God speaks to the people of Israel through Moses: “You have seen with your own eyes what I did to Egypt, and how I have carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you here to me. If only you would now listen to me and keep my commandment, then out of all peoples you shall become my special possession; for the whole earth is mine. You shall be my kingdom of priests, my holy nation.”

R3: 
God of the new covenant in Jesus Christ:

All:
Fill our hearts with your constant love.

Reader 1:
King David sings of God’s faithfulness: “Surely, surely my house is true to God; for he has made a covenant with me for all time, its terms spelled out and faithfully kept, my whole salvation, all my delight.”

R1:
God of the new covenant in Jesus Christ:

All:
Fill our hearts with your constant love.

Reader 2:
Again God speaks through Ezekiel to the Israelites in exile: “‘I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them … I will make with them a covenant of peace.’

R2:
God of the new covenant in Jesus Christ:

All:
Fill our hearts with your constant love.

Reader 3:
And again God speaks through Jeremiah: “The time is coming when I will make a new covenant with Israel and Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand and led them out of Egypt. Although they broke my covenant, I was patient with them. But this is the covenant which I will make with Israel after those days; I will set my law within them and write it on their hearts.”

R3:
God of the new covenant in Jesus Christ:

All:
Fill our hearts with your constant love.

Following Scene Two
(after the work in small groups)
A reading is announced:

Reader:
Isaiah chapter 42, verses 5-9

Thus speaks the lord who is God, 

he who created the skies and stretched them out,

who fashioned the earth and all that grows in it,

who gave breath to its people,

the breath of life to all who walk upon it:

 I, the lord, have called you with righteous purpose

and taken you by the hand;

I have formed you, and appointed you

to be a covenant to all peoples,

a beacon for the nations, 

to open eyes that are blind,

to bring captives out of prison,

out of the dungeons where they lie in darkness. 

I am the lord; the lord is my name;

I will not give my glory to another god,

nor my praise to any idol.

See how the first prophecies have come to pass,

and now I declare new things;

before they break from the bud I announce them to you.
Following Scene Three
(after A Call to Commitment)
Reader:
John 14. 15-17 and 23-26

Jesus says, 'If you love me you will obey my commands; and I will ask the Father, and he will give you another to be your Advocate, who will be with you for ever—the Spirit of truth. The world cannot receive him, because the world neither sees nor knows him; but you know him, because he dwells with you and is in you.

'Anyone who loves me will heed what I say; then my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our dwelling with him; but he who does not love me does not heed what I say. And the word you hear is not mine: it is the word of the Father who sent me. I have told you all this while I am still here with you; but your Advocate, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and will call to mind all that I have told you.

Following Scene Four (as part of prayer ‘at the point of a pen’)
Reader:
Luke 24: 45-47

Jesus then opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘So you see how it is written that the Christ would suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that, in his name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins would be preached to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this.’
