BENCHMARK NUMBER SIX

What evidence is there that we are people of solidarity?

Are we ready to focus on relationships and processes – not on the final result?

Are we ready to work with structures and systems as tools, not goals – tools towards the reconciliation of everything and everyone in Christ?

Are we ready to put the goal of human flourishing (sustainably in tune with the rest of the creation) – in other words human fulfilment in Christ – above all other goals?

Web Site: www.anglican-methodist.org.uk

Through their Covenant, the Church of England and the Methodist Church of Great Britain have committed themselves to learn again together how to live God’s Covenant in response to God’s mission agenda of healing and reconciliation in God’s world. 

An Anglican-Methodist Covenant

Living God’s Covenant

Six Benchmarks

To set the standards for covenant living

BENCHMARK NUMBER ONE

What evidence is there that our lives are shaped by a gracious giving and a grateful receiving?

A gracious giving will reflect a capacity for being generous which serves to liberate those who receive the gift, rather than patronise them.
A grateful receiving will deepen the love between giver and receiver rather than placing the receiver in a position of dependency.

BENCHMARK NUMBER TWO

What evidence is there that we are living as those who know we have been chosen in the light of a purpose beyond ourselves?

Do our actions arise from our own sense of vocation at a particular time and place – but only after we have acknowledged other people’s vocations in the same context?

BENCHMARK NUMBER THREE

What evidence is there that we have recognised that our calling is to constancy and mutual love, and have accepted that this is the way of the cross and the way to life?
If we are to get anywhere close to mirroring God’s constant love in the face of the persistent unfaithfulness of God’s covenant people, it will only be by God’s grace.

Have we the courage to go on forgiving each other “seventy times seven times”? Have we the patience to learn not to misread the other’s actions and not to act in ways which the other may misinterpret?

BENCHMARK NUMBER FOUR

What evidence is there that we are people of openness?

Are we ready to make space (and set aside the time) to listen to others - and be prepared not to understand? 

Are we ready to experiment, trying small things at first, knowing the results can be large and unpredictable?

BENCHMARK NUMBER FIVE

What evidence is there that we are people of expectancy?

Are we ready to see conflict, dissent, and unpredictability as energy?

Are we ready to take risks, encouraging other people’s initiatives, without attempting to take global control?

