An Anglican Methodist Covenant 

‘Living God’s Covenant’ Day Workshop

Worship

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

be with you all.   Amen.

Acclamation:

Blessed are you, the God and father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

All:
For you have blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing.

You chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world

All:
And destined us for adoption as your children.

In Christ we have 

the forgiveness of sins,

an inheritance in your kingdom,

the seal of the Spirit,

and in him we live for the praise of your glory.

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

All:
Blessed be God for ever.

Collect:

Let us pray:

Almighty God,

Who called your Church to witness

that in Christ you were reconciling the world to yourself:

help us so to proclaim the good news of your love,

that all who hear it may be reconciled to you

through him who died for us and rose again

and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Hymn:

1 GOD is Love: let heaven adore him;
God is Love: let earth rejoice; 

Let creation sing before him,
And exalt him with one voice. 

He who laid the earth's foundation,
He who spread the heavens above, 

He who breathes through all creation,
He is Love, eternal Love.

2 God is Love: and he enfoldeth
All the world in one embrace; 

With unfailing grasp he holdeth 

Every child of every race. 

And when human hearts are breaking
Under sorrow's iron rod, 

Then they find that selfsame aching
Deep within the heart of God.

3 God is Love: and though with blindness
Sin afflicts the souls of men, 

God's eternal loving-kindness
Holds and guides them even then. 

Sin and death and hell shall never
O'er us final triumph gain; 

God is Love, so Love for ever
O'er the universe must reign

SCENE ONE: New Vistas

The Word of the Lord:

A number of different voices retell God’s covenant promises as recorded in scripture. After each quotation:

God of the new covenant in Jesus Christ:

All:
Fill our hearts with your constant love.

SCENE TWO: The Vision

At this point there may be a short exercise in small groups to identify local examples of inter-Church co-operation which reflect the three key features of covenant living:

1. A gracious giving and a grateful receiving

2. Choice and purposefulness beyond ourselves

3. A costly constancy and mutual cherishing

A reading from the Old Testament:

Isaiah 42. 5-9

Hymn:

1 GOD is working his purpose out, 

as year succeeds to year; 

God is working his purpose out, 

and the time is drawing near; 

Nearer and nearer draws the time, 

the time that shall surely be, 

When the earth shall be filled with the glory of God, as the waters cover the sea.

2 What can we do to work God's work, 

to prosper and increase 

The harmony of all the world, 

the reign of the Prince of Peace? 

What can we do to hasten the time, 

the time that shall surely be, 

When the earth shall be filled with the glory of God, as the waters cover the sea?

3 March we forth in the strength of God, with the banner of Christ unfurled, 

That the light of the glorious gospel of truth may shine throughout the world; Fight we the fight with sorrow and sin, 

to set their captives free, 

That the earth may be filled with the glory of God, as the waters cover the sea.

4 All we can do is nothing worth, 

unless God blesses the deed;
Vainly we hope for the harvest-tide, 

till God gives life to the seed; 

Yet nearer and nearer draws the time, 

the time that shall surely be, 

When the earth shall be filled with the glory of God, as the waters cover the sea.

SCENE THREE: Variety!

A call to commitment:

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in the prayers?

With the help of God, we will.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?

With the help of God, we will.

Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ?

With the help of God, we will.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, loving your neighbour as yourself?

With the help of God, we will.

Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society, by prayer for the world and its leaders, by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice?

With the help of God, we will.

May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, that you may be rooted and grounded in love, and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. Amen.
A reading from the New Testament:

John 14. 15-17 and 23-26

Hymn:

1 COME down, O Love divine,

   Seek thou this soul of mine,                         
And visit it with thine own ardour glowing;

   O Comforter, draw near, 

   Within my heart appear,                                   
And kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.

2 O let it freely burn,
   Till earthly passions turn 

To dust and ashes, in its heat consuming;

   And let thy glorious light
   Shine ever on my sight, 

And clothe me round, the while my path illuming.

3 Let holy charity 
   Mine outward vesture be, 

And lowliness become mine inner clothing;         
   True lowliness of heart, 
   Which takes the humbler part, 

And o'er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 

4 And so the yearning strong,
   With which the soul will long, 

Shall far outpass the power of human telling;
   For none can guess its grace,
   Till they become the place 

Wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling

SCENE FOUR: Our Vocation

Prayer:

The following sequence includes periods of silence in which each participant is invited to ‘pray at the point of their pen’ – briefly recording their thoughts in the spaces provided on this worship sheet.

Jesus said to his disciples, “Peace be with you”. Then he showed them his hands and his side. Their joy was so great that they still could not believe it.

Reading:

Luke 24:45-47

“You are witnesses to this.”

All:   Lord, we are your witnesses.

A: Trust


A chance to re-affirm our trust in the Holy Spirit – who leads us into both missionary diversity and unity in Christ

Their joy was so great that they still could not believe it.
All:
Lord, I believe; help me where faith falls short.

B: Thanks


A chance to express gratitude both for God’s grace in the lives of different Christian communities over the years and for ‘new things’ to which God is calling us.

The Lord is here:

All:    His Spirit is with us.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God,

All:    It is right to give thanks

and praise.

C: Hope


Note down things we long for in our own spiritual pilgrimage - and in the world, and in the life of our Churches.

May the God of hope, who raised Jesus Christ from the dead,

All:    Fill us with hope.

D: Fear 


Note down concerns, worries, anxieties and frustrations we feel about our response to God’s mission – both as individuals and as Churches.
There is no room for fear in love; perfect love banishes fear;

All:    Lord, fill our hearts with your perfect love.

Almighty God, by whose grace alone we are accepted and called to your service: strengthen us by your Holy Spirit and make us worthy of our calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn:

1 THY hand, O God, has guided
Thy flock, from age to age; 

The wondrous tale is written,
Full clear, on every page; 

Our forebears owned thy goodness,
And we their deeds record; 

And both of this bear witness:
One church, one faith, one Lord. 

2 Thy heralds brought glad tidings
To greatest, as to least; 

They bade folk rise, and hasten
To share the great King's feast; 

Their gospel of redemption,
Sin pardoned, right restored, 

Was all in this enfolded:
One church, one faith, one Lord.

3 Thy mercy will not fail us,
Nor leave thy work undone; 

With thy right hand to help us,
The vict'ry shall be won; 

And then, in earth and heaven,
Thy name shall be adored, 

And this shall be our anthem:
One church, one faith, one Lord!

Final acclamation:

Blessed be God, our strength and our salvation.

All:
Now and for ever. Amen


Let us bless the Lord.

All:
Thanks be to God!

Material from Common Worship: Daily Prayer, which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2005 and is reproduced by permission.

‘GOD is Love: let heaven adore him’ by Timothy Rees, reproduced from ‘Hymns and Psalms’ (Methodist Publishing House, 1983).  Copyright administered by The Continuum International Publishing Group.

All other hymns are out of copyright.
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