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An Anglican-Methodist Covenant: Common Statement of the Formal
Conversations between the Methodist Church of Great Britain and the Church of England

The histories of the Church of England and the Methodist Church have been linked together
for 250 years. Thirty years ago a proposal for unity failed narrowly. Now relationships between
Methodists and Anglicans are stronger than ever, locally, regionally and nationally. Both are
committed to the search for unity. What holds them apart?

This official report of the Formal Conversations that began in 1999 sets out the common

ground that has been rediscovered. It shows
the strength of theological agreement, but
also points out significant differences that
require further work.

Conscious of both the opportunities and the
unresolved issues, the two Churches asked
the Conversations to draw up an agreement
that would enable them to take a significant
step towards future unity.

This report proposes a national covenant,
made up of mutual acknowledgement and
mutual commitment. Due to be debated by
the Methodist Conference and the General
Synod in the summer of 2002, it will consolidate
at the national level the many local and
regional covenants that already exist and so
prepare the ground for the next vital stage
on the road to unity.
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This book translates key ideas
from An Anglican—Methodist Covenant,
to enable people from both traditions to
begin to explore the implications together
and with other partner churches in their
local situation.

The material has been designed to allow
small groups to study the ideas over six
sessions with an optional concluding
workshop. It can also be used as a basis
for individual study.

Significant quotations from An Anglican—
Methodist Covenant provide the context
for a range of activities, discussion and
suggestions for Bible study and prayer.
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