An Anglican Methodist Covenant 

Living God’s Covenant Day Workshop

Programme planning notes

The Aim is to offer a vision of what is entailed in living God’s Covenant and to consider the implications for Anglicans and Methodists engaged in God’s mission together.

The intended participants are likely to be the leaders in their local church communities – not restricted to Anglicans and Methodists. The involvement of bishops, archdeacons and Chairs of District would be valuable. They may well be the right people to invite onto the panel for the final session.

Scale: The workshop appears to be viable with audiences of between 30 and 100 people.

Room layout: Two or three rows in an arc around the projection screen is likely to be better than serried ranks. This also then provides a better environment for the final session. Separate break-out rooms will be needed for group work, although a few small groups can sometimes share a very large space without distracting one another.

The slideshow: A reminder that the PowerPoint presentation with its script needs to be ordered in advance on a CD by emailing covenant@c-of-e.org.uk. Three copies of the script will need to be printed off.

A possible programme

(As used at the Regional Workshops 2006)

10.00
Registration.  Tea and Coffee

10.30
Introduction to the Roadshow

The briefest of welcomes by organiser/host, including housekeeping matters



10.35 Introduction to the Theme: 
Living God’s Covenant

Almost the entire morning session is then taken up by a sequence framed by worship – see the Worship Leaflet. 

Someone needs to be selected as Worship Leader. This person needs to be briefed about how to set up the buzz groups after the end of Scene Two of the PowerPoint presentation and how the prayer sequence works at the end of Scene Four.

Two people will be needed to present the PowerPoint presentation, with a third person controlling the slide changes. (Three copies of the script will need to be printed off from the CD) Advance rehearsal will be essential!

Six people will be needed to read the scripture passages. Three of these will share the sequence of readings and responses between Scenes One and Two – see the ‘scripture readings’ file.

Experience suggests that people sing better unaccompanied, provided someone is able to pitch a note at a reasonable level!

12.15
Allocation to Groups

Groups can be offered on the basis of locality or thematically (e.g. ‘fresh expressions’, ‘young people’, ‘training’, ‘deployment of ministers’ etc).

If there is space in the main room, people can be invited to cluster at different points according to the various options displayed on signs round the room. No group ought to exceed around ten people.

Unless this can be arranged in advance, each group needs to identify its own facilitator and scribe – and these need to meet the workshop organisers before going to lunch in order to be given the special briefing material for facilitators and copies of the group work report sheets.

12.30
Lunch

13.15 Group work

Ten minutes before the end of the group work, the event organiser needs to check that all groups are completing their reports and identifying issues for the panel discussion. Both these items need to be given to the organiser at the start of the tea break.

14.45 Tea break

During the tea break the organiser and the chair of the panel discussion prioritise the questions/issues submitted from the groups.

15.15 Panel Discussion

The membership and chair of the panel needs to be decided in advance and can be publicised on the programme given to participants (a pro forma programme available to which local details can be added) and in any advance publicity. A pro forma briefing sheet is available for the panel chair.

15.50 Closing remarks and prayers

Choosing the right person for these final moments will be important.

16.0 Workshop closes
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