An Anglican Methodist Covenant 

Living God’s Covenant Half-Day Workshop

Programme planning notes

The Aim is to offer a vision of what is entailed in living God’s Covenant and to consider the implications for Anglicans and Methodists engaged in God’s mission together.

The intended participants are likely to be the leaders in their local church communities – not restricted to Anglicans and Methodists. The involvement of bishops, archdeacons and Chairs of District would be valuable. They may well be the right people to invite onto the panel for the final session.

Scale: The workshop is likely to be viable with audiences of between 20 and 40 people.

Room layout: The optimum arrangement is likely to be a semi-circle of tables angled so that those sitting either side of them can angle themselves to see a central projection screen, and then turn back to confer with their table groups. The number at each table should not exceed six – otherwise noise levels will be too distracting. Care should be taken to ensure that each table has a mix of Anglicans and Methodists (and others if possible!)

The slideshow: A reminder that the PowerPoint presentation with its script needs to be ordered in advance on a CD by emailing covenant@c-of-e.org.uk. Three copies of the script will need to be printed off.

A possible programme

Timings on the left are given for a half-day workshop

Timings in brackets offer a possible model for an evening workshop
09.30


Registration.  Tea and Coffee

10.00
(7.00)
Introduction to the Workshop

The briefest of welcomes by organiser/host, including housekeeping matters



The entire event is then designed to be set in the context of worship – see the Worship Leaflet. 

The PowerPoint presentation is delivered as four separate Scenes – as indicated in the worship leaflet.

Six people will be needed to read the scripture passages. Three of these will share the sequence of readings and responses between Scenes One and Two – see the ‘scripture readings’ file.

The worship leader will be the person who manages the whole process of the workshop and will need to be aware of the passage of time.

Two people will be needed to present the PowerPoint presentation, with a third person controlling the slide changes. (Three copies of the script will need to be printed off from the CD) Advance rehearsal will be essential!

Experience suggests that people sing better unaccompanied, provided someone is able to pitch a note at a reasonable level!

For use in a half-day or evening workshop, the worship sequence needs to be adapted at two points a) after Scene Two and b) after Scene Four. The sequence therefore proceeds as follows (timings are approximate):

10.05
(7.05)
Living God’s Covenant – 

Scenes One and Two

Worship and presentations as per the worship leaflet up to the end of Scene Two.

10.35
(7.35)
Table group discussion 

The task is to identify local examples of inter-Church co-operation which reflect the three key features of covenant living:

1. A gracious giving and a grateful receiving

2. Choice and purposefulness beyond ourselves

3. A costly constancy and mutual cherishing

10.45
(7.45)
Living God’s Covenant –





Scenes Three and Four

Continue the worship from the Old Testament reading through to the end of the presentation of Scene Four.

11.15
(8.15)
Table group discussion

The task is to address the following key questions:

· In your circumstances, what is needed to develop covenant relationships that will enable mission? (NB – not just between Anglicans and Methodists!)

· What are the barriers which tend to prevent these things from happening, and where is action needed to overcome them?

· What steps will you take, individually or with others, as a result of your discussion?

Each table group should be encouraged to use the Group Work Report Sheets.



(8.35)
Tea or coffee

11.45
(8.55)
Plenary discussion

Table groups should be invited to identify one specific issue for wider discussion. 

The aim of this session should be to identify a number of priority steps or areas for further study/action – and who will take them forward!

12.15
(9.15)
Final prayer and worship

The worship sequence then resumes from where it left off – at the end of Scene Four.

12.30 
(9.30)
Workshop closes 

A shared lunch after a morning workshop would then provide valuable opportunity for building relationships, if people were able to stay. 
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