An Anglican Methodist Covenant 

Living God’s Covenant

Where integration is possible

In the context of our covenant relationship, 
working together can become the norm

· In our Districts and Dioceses

· In our Deaneries and Circuits

· Between our local churches

· And as we engage with society through regions and sectors

We can take decisions together

· About deploying ordained and lay ministers

· About which buildings to keep and develop and which to close

· About where and how Christian presence can be established in new housing areas

· About how our people, ordained and lay, can be equipped for ministry and mission together

We can organise together

- as single integrated activities

· Our initial training of Readers and Local Preachers 
(e.g. in the Bristol area)

· Our ongoing support and in-service training of Readers and Local Preachers (e.g. in Lincolnshire, training is given to help Readers and Local Preachers to take services in each other’s churches. In Spalding the Methodist Superintendent Minister is Area Warden of Readers.)

· Our involvement in the education system 

· locally through acting as school governors and leading school assemblies 

· county-wide through joint management of our church schools
(e.g. Blackburn - Lancashire)

· Our strategic programmes and practical initiatives in mission and evangelism

· Our media relations so as to ensure that whenever possible public statements are seen to come from our church leaders together

· Our chaplaincy and sector ministry and our involvement in all aspects of society that are not reached through local congregational life

(This already happens in most areas of higher and further education)

· Our provision of opportunities for lay Christian formation and learning and of in-service training for ordained ministers

· Our work with young people and children, including the resourcing of those who work with them and the provision of adequate procedures for safeguarding

· Our provision of office facilities for administration 
(e.g. in Truro, York and Lincoln)

We can deal with our frustrations together

· By reviewing our boundaries and making all future decisions about changing them together

· By developing ways in which our councils and committees can work in parallel as a first step to greater integration

· By noting the specific issues that make integration of our activity difficult or where current Church of England or Methodist practice is inappropriate 

· By reporting both the progress, the possibilities and the problems to the Joint Implementation Commission so that the effectiveness of our Covenant can be monitored.

Contact the co-conveners of the Joint Implementation Commission, 
Church House, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3NZ

And together we can involve other Christians 
in the common task

Web Site: www.anglican-methodist.org.uk
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