An Anglican Methodist Covenant 

Living God’s Covenant

“So what should we do?”

In the context of covenant relationships, what initiatives between our two Churches might be most rewarding?

Given what we are learning about the distinctive nature of the covenant relationship, maybe the following provide a range of activities which are demonstrably ‘in the Spirit of the Covenant’.

1. Prayer:

Not just rehearsing traditional ways of prayer – not even just the very creative Methodist initiative of ‘Pray without Ceasing’ (so why aren’t we doing this together?) - but re-discovering the breadth and depth of God’s covenant relationship with us – and working together to find ways of helping those outside our Churches to discover the covenant relationship that God has with them.

Some ways in:

‘Pray without Ceasing’

www.praywithoutceasing.org.uk
‘Sharing our Treasures’ and ‘Praying Together in our common life’



www.churches-together.org.uk/resources/resources_freeleaflets.html
‘Such a Feast’
 - an exercise for groups (leaflet available shortly as above)



(and the book with the same title – available from Churches Together in England)

The Living Spirituality Network
www.ctbi.org.uk/lsn/welcome.htm
2. Mission Accompaniment:

Each group of Christ’s disciples in our two Churches inviting a ‘critical friend’ to journey with them – and deliberately choosing to be accompanied by a member of the covenanted partner Church.  There is a growing body of expertise to show how this can be done well.

Some ways in:

‘Building Bridges of Hope’

www.geocities.com/ccom_ctbi/Building_Bridges_of_Hope.html and


http://buildingbridges.blogspot.com
(and the ‘Mission Accompaniment’ booklet by Philip Walker published by Grove Books)

‘Fresh Expressions’


www.freshexpressions.org.uk
3. Healing Ministry:

This aspect of Christian ministry was fashionable a few years ago but it deserves to be revisited. Above all it takes us into that dark, holy ground where God is revealed, and where we discover our own healing.

Some ways in:

The classic book ‘Healing’ by Frances McNutt. See the review at

www.cmf.org.uk/literature/content.asp?context=article&id=1064
Also visit 




www.burrswood.org.uk
4. Work with minorities:

A minority can be anyone with whom a host community feels uncomfortable, or who are themselves in circumstances which are (to say the least of it) ‘uncomfortable’!  - Asylum seekers, the ‘travelling’ community, children excluded from school. Each local community probably has its own misunderstood, undervalued and oppressed minority.

Some ways in:

Shaftesbury Society



www.shaftesbury.org
‘Welcoming Transient Communities” 
www.crc-online.org.uk/papers
– a useful introductory leaflet from the Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber

5. Work for peace and justice:

This takes our prayer for reconciliation and confronts it with reality in the world. Could two local Churches set up a joint Amnesty group? In how many other ways can we resist the violence that negates and destroys relationships? How can we stand against violence perpetrated in the name of God? How can we show that relationships based on mutuality and integrity are essential if we are to make poverty history.
Some ways in:

Amnesty International


www.amnesty.org
Corrymeela Community


www.corrymeela.org
Fellowship of Reconciliation


www.for.org.uk  (and click on ‘useful links’)

Action by Christians against Torture
www.acatuk.org
6. Work on environmental issues:

This too touches upon the reality of a world where humankind is breaking its covenant relationship with the Creator by its misuse of the world’s finite resources. As the climate changes and oil runs out, how can we demonstrate the values of love and mutuality, generosity and reconciliation that our children will need to face an uncertain future.

Some ways in:

Christian Ecology Link


www.christian-ecology.org.uk/whoswho.htm
Eco-congregations



www.ecocongregation.org
Web Site: www.anglican-methodist.org.uk
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