An Anglican Methodist Covenant 

Living God’s Covenant

Summary notes from the slide presentation

1. How does the Covenant equip us for mission?

The Breadth of responses to God’s mission:

At least eight ways of recognising the ‘emerging church’: 

Circuits, Parishes, Chaplaincy, Sector ministry, Alternative worship, Cell Church, Café Church, Internet Church

So how might a covenant help us to engage in God’s mission?

The story from North Yorkshire

2. What’s special about a covenant?
The Qualities of Covenant Relationships

Our covenant commitment 

· will be marked by a gracious giving and by a grateful receiving 

· It will be by deliberate choice and for a purpose beyond ourselves 

· It will aspire to be energised by the ‘constant love’ that we recognise in God - and it will be characterised by mutuality and Christ-like self-sacrifice.

3. What are we expected to do?
Can this be rephrased as ‘What is God expecting us to do?’?

Three areas where covenant is crucial

4. Where is the covenant meant to take us?

Christian communities are like other human groups:

·  Spirit-filled yet fallible

·  Never still, never the same 

·  Constantly entangled with one another

·  Always on a journey

“Bringing them into line is like herding cats!”

In an interconnected and complex world

Ordered structures have lost their power

- Because of information overload - Because God is ‘doing a new thing’ 
A Covenant goal:

A quality of relationships

- that copes with structural issues in its own time on its own terms

- that embraces both uncertainty and diversity within the love of God

5. What different ground could we move onto?

A place where God relates to us in darkness

“The darkness with you is no darkness at all,

The night is as light as the day.” (Psalm 139:12)

The burning bush

The places of expectancy – and fear

The places where past security is lost

The places where memory can haunt – and be healed

The places where forgiveness is required – and received

6. What kind of church is the covenant calling us to become?

People of Openness

· Make space to listen to each other - Be prepared not to understand!

· Experiment - Try small things at first - The results can be large and unpredictable 

People of Expectancy
· See conflict, dissent, unpredictability as energy

· Encourage local initiatives - Don’t take global control

People of Solidarity
· Focus on relationships and processes - not on the final result

· Use ecumenical structures as tools, not goals

A Gospel of Reconciliation 
– our central purpose

- from the past and in the future
- among Christians and in the world

- on earth and in heaven

So that all may be one in Christ

… so what should we do? – See separate leaflet! 
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